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Uptown gets a serious
dose of downtown
artsiness with the
remake of the Mark
Hotel, done by color-
obsessed interior
designer Jacques
Grange. The lobby,
shown here, is a Pop
Art tableau of

circles and mi

match fabric




The Mark Hotel

AWHO'S WHO OF SERVICE AND DESIGN
BEST SUITED FOR: The kind of sophisticated traveler who
knows her Porthault from her Pratesi but chooses, as does the

Mark, Quagliotti instead.

The Mark used to be a traditional, quiet
Upper East Side hotel where European
bankers would park during a monthlong
stay or movie stars would check in, hoping
to fily under the radar. After two and a half
yvears of renovations under the exacting
eye of decorator Jacques Grange, it re-
mains all these things, but now it has an
unmistakable shot of glamour. The lobby
is all black-and-white marble, and every
last detail in the 150 rooms is a work of art
commissioned expressly for the Mark and
overseen by Pierre Passebon, the hotel’s
“curator.” The results include furniture by
Anne and Vincent Corbiére, lamps by Ron
Arad and free-form sofas by Vladimir
Kagan and Paul Mathieu. Hardcover books
illustrated by Jean-Philippe Delhomme
provide a rundown of who's who and are
found in every guest room, in case your
knowledge of important designers is rusty.

The name-dropping doesn’t stop with
the design: the daily shoeshine is admin-
istered by a “shoeshine-ologist” from the
bootmaker John Lobb, and if it seems that
the staff look exceptional, that’s because
Turnbull & Asser designed their suits.
And then there are the ordinary luxuries,
too: flat-screen TVs embedded in the bath-
room mirrors, and heated towel racks.
Should any of the high-tech in-room gad-
gets give you a hard time, the hotel has a
geek squad of IT consultants on call
twenty-four hours.

STANDOUT: The Mark's well-honed ser-
vices, provided by a dream team every bit
as meticulous as the one that handled the
design. The gym is operated and super-
vised by John Sitaras, a trainer who
studied at Lenox Hill Hospital and has
appeared on Charlie Rose. There's a
Frédéric Fekkai salon staffed by some of
the chain's most popular stylists (Martha
Stewart’s hairdresser, for one, who de-
camped for the Mark, bringing his most
famous client with him), and all the food
is handled by Jean-Georges Vongerich-
ten, whose newest restaurant, the Mark,
is just off the lobby. Doubles from $495.
Madison Avenue at 77th Street; 212-744-
43200; themarkhotel.com. ®



