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' Jacques
s GRANGE

HIS ECLECTIC APARTMENT
IN PARIS ARTFULLY ENGAGES
THE OLD AND THE NEW

Text by Wendy Moonan
Photography by Vincent Thibert

he acclaimed French

designer Jacques

Grange was des-

tined to possess his
Paris apartment, once home
to the novelist Colette. “It
came to me,” says the tall
charmer, wearing a cashmere
sweater, jeans and brown-
and-white pony-skin loafers.
“I was selected by the family
of Colette.”

He is not exaggerating. Af-
ter Colette died in 1954, her
floor-through overlooking
the lush gardens of the Palais
Royal remained in the family
until 1990, when Colette’s step-
daughter offered it to Grange.
“This flatis for you,” he recalls
her telling him. “When I told
her I had no money, she rented
it to me.”

Seven years ago she told
him to buy it. Luckily, this ime
he could, and did—quickly. As
things would have it, she unex-
pectedly died six months later.
Since then Grange has redone
the place twice. The first time,
he says, the décor was “more
Colette,” with books every-
where and “charming works by

“The architecture is very classical 18th century—exactly matching the Pa- OrrosiTe: The apartment, which once belonged to the writer Colette, has
lais Royal garden outside—but the furniture, lighting and decorative ob- a small salon, where an 18th-century mahogany table coexists with a 1930s
jects are a mix of pure Art Déco, contemporary and 18th century,” Jacques bronze console by Jean-Michel Frank. Hiroshi Sugimoto's 1991 photograph
Grange (top) says of the residence he designed for himself in Paris. Asove:  The Black Sea hangs over a 1970 work by Donald Judd. At right is a 1950 eb-
In the living room are a pair of 1925 club chairs by Francis Jourdain. ony sculpture by Alexandre Noll. The light fixture is by Ron Arad.
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