CheNewJorkTimes 1|« Magazine

outonalimb |

T RAVEL [-PAL[_. 200 8 l.'.lllg.-m'plc Mational Park, Washington i ' i ..,, I_.._'



ProfileinStule  ACOQUES GRANGE
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From Marrakesh to Manhattan,the highly decorated French designer

A7,

—

it's a mad mab mabd whirl

Ony in France would an interor designer
eam the Légion d'Honneur, the
country’s highest decoration, But Jacques
Grange doesn't allow his celebrity

to interfare with his day job. “Alll do is
wiork, work, wark,” he says. When your
projects include the lale Yves Saint
Laurent’s gardens in Marrakesh ("“Wa
were very close™), a complate makeover
of the Guggenhaim Musaum far

its “Aussial™ axhibition in 2005 and
commissions for blue-chip clients and
chose pals like Paloma Picasso and
Princess Caroline of Monaco, mixkng
work and pleasure doesn’t actually
require too much albow grease. "It is
one of the great joys of my lile,”” he says.




Jacques Grange finds that mixing it up makes business all pleasure. Textby Alex Hawgood

ascrewball classicist
Despite his unorthodox habit of mixing the antiqua with the
madarn and toying with the high-low, Grange’s sensibility is
informed by the créme de la créme of French design: a
product of Parig's top design schools, he trained undar the
demigods Alain Demachy, Didier Aaron and Henri Samuel
“Thay taught me the traditions, but in a good way,” hs says.
In the years since, his trademark has become the parversion
of stully conventions. This might mean pulting a Donaid
Judd sculpture and a mahogany Louis XV1 table under the
same roal or having the industrial designar Eric Schmitt try
his hand at skylights. Soma of his most idiosyncralic choces
have been for mmsell: a Louise Bourgeois sculpture sits in
the bathraom of his Paris apartment (which ance balanged
to tha novalist Colette). and his weekend getaway in the
Loirg Valley was comverted from an old barn. “Intarior dasign
i% & graat chance for me to do what | wanl, how | want.”

Icavina his mark
Ona of Grange’s biggest projects yet is his total
ovarhaul of the Mark Hotel from a texibook
Manhattan landmark (o a modern hotel-apariment
hytrid. The first thing he did was breathe naw lile
ino a place oo lusty even for the ladies who

lunch. "“When you'reé uptown, you don't always have
tima to go downtown,'” ha says, “So we decided 10
bring downtown uptown.” In search of street cred,
Granga collaborated with tha futurestic furniiure star
Ron Arad, commissaaned Viadimir Kagan to creale
pony-skin lounge chairs and even asked his friend
Karl Lagerfeld 1o donate his photography fo hang on
i walls. | adore Karl and would love to wark on
oneé al his spaces. bul he does everything himsell!™
Grange says. laughing, So after a long day on the
jab, what's the parfect drink 1o order while sitting al
the hotel's Guy de Rougemont-desgned “cloud”
bar? “A caipirinha,” he says, "One drink and there’s
nothing 1o make you worry,”
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